
TORTURE     
CLARE RADOV LEVIN 

 
Jacob & Sheindel Radov 

             |   
Morris P. Radov 

m. Luba 
     |  

|               |                                     |                    | 
   Anna            Barney                                        Clare                                         Mitzi  

           m. Betty                              m. Mace Levin                                    m. Gene Kerness 
                         | 
      |                      |                       |                               | 
   Joel             Barry           Arthur                  Adam 
                           m. Susan        m. Janel        |             m. Nancy 
              (div.)                          Ben                          | 
         m. Mary Jane       |                |                   |    

                    |              Rebecca    Zachary      Rachel 
    |                    |                 | 
            Reid               Jenny         Ava 

         m. Rachel 
 
Clare Radov Levin; Conversation with Joel Levin - Friday, July 15, 2011 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
J: Had you heard that Peter had been married before and was a widower? 
 
C: I didn't know that.   
 
J: And they had no children. 
 
C: No, but I know that Peter stuttered.  The reason he 

stuttered was that he was walking in the village and 
some Cossacks stopped him and they put him up 
against a tree.  Then, they ran a sword through his 
thumb.   

 
J: Did that cause him anxiety and the stutter? 

 
C: Yes.  He thought they were going to kill him. 
 
J: How old was he?   
 
C: I don't know. 

Russian Cossack Sword.  Type used in Kiev 
Pogroms of 1919, likely to stab Peter 

Radov. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *



 

RAPE     
BERTHA HALPERIN BLAU 

 
Jacob & Sheindel Radov 

             | 
  (Chana Chaya) Ida Radov 

      m. Harold (Tsvee) Halperin 
 | 

 
                |                                          |                                                      | 
           Barney m.                                              Bertha m.                                   Jack 
Halperin 
           Penny                                                       Jack Blau                                
                |                               |   
       |                                     |                  |                   | 
   Farley                   Ellis        Paul Wesley            James 
           m. Linda (div.)       m. Joyce                          m. Eileen           m. Leslie 
                   |              |              |                       (div.) 
     |                      |                  |                     |          Jordan 
Matthew        Erin         Joshua          Ethan      m. Melissa 
                 | 
      Hayden Julianna 
 
 
Bertha Blau; Conversation with Joel Levin – Tuesday, May 21, 2011  

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
J: Tell me, what happened to Lena? 
 
B: Lena had the worst life that I have ever heard of anyone else.  There again, hearsay.  But 

Bill, he told me, she was raped by the Cossacks. 
 
J: How old was she? 
 
B: I know she was 13 years older than me.  She would be 105 now. 
 
J: How old was she when she was raped? 
 
B: She was a young girl.   
 
J: She came over in 1922. 
 
B: It would have to have been before 1922. 
 
J: What happened in the rape?  Was she with her family? 
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LYNDA FALKENSTEIN & PAM SMITH 
 

Jacob & Sheindel Radov 
             | 

     Maymie (Menya) Radov 
      m. Raful Carol 

   | 
       |                               |                         |                       |                                   | 
 Minnie m.                    Hana           Lena m.                         Bill m.                         
Muni  
            Morry Sakol         (Killed in Russia) Harry Smith               Beatrice                    m.  Sylvia  
                                            |                                                                          | 
                |  |                                |                         | 
                            Murray      Mona Sheila                     Lynda m.           Pam m.  
                            m. Bruce        Michael            Patrick  
                         m. Mike Bergida        Falkenstein        Smith 
         |                                                                 | 
      |               |                  |                       |                   | 
             Barry                     Marc              Lindy            Andrew      Molly 
                 |                m. 
Brian Buck 
                      |              | 
             Aaron      Samantha  
 
Lynda Falkenstein (b. 1942); and Pam Smith (b. 1947); Conversation with Joel Levin – 
Wednesday, August 3, 2011. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

 
Ukrainian Pogrom  

J: How many children did your grandparents have?  
And I will get back to Menya.  There was Minnie, 
Lena, Muni and there was Beryl.  [Morris Carlstein 
is also, apparently, an older brother]. 

 
L: There was supposedly one other that I know of.  

My dad had said he had a sister that was killed in 
Russia.   

 
J: Does anybody know her name?  [Likely Hana]. 

 



 

 

 
Emblem of the White 

Russians. 

P: She was always the sister.  The sister who died. 
 
J: Was she raped and killed at the same time Lena was? 
 
P: I don’t know that.  My father had said that she was raped and 

killed by a White Russian. 
 
 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
WENDY DAVARIS AND BARBARA BASS 

 
Jacob & Sheindel Radov 

             | 
  Cherna (Jenny) Radov 
m. Velvel (Wolf) Bass 
m. Barney Thompson 

 | 
     |                                  |                                                            | 

    Bernard (Barney) Bass                             Louis Bass            Yakov (Jack) 
         m. Shirley                       m. Paula                           m. Elizabeth 
(Dolly)      
                 | 
      |                  |                                |   
        Wendy           John  Barbara (Bobbie) 

         m. Alex         m. Andrea m. Richard 
        Davaris            (div.)  Campbell (div.) 

             |                   
|                    |                         |  

    William       Bryan              Shirley 
    Bernard     Alexander          Ann 
  (Barney)      m. Linda        m. David King 
  m. Cary           |      | 
         |               |           |                    |                | 

      |      |     |       Brady  Samantha   Roman   Emma  
  Angeline Sky  Heaven                              Rivera 
   m. Joel 

     | 
Draevin 

 
Wendy Davaris and Barbara Bass.  Conversation with Joel Levin – Tuesday, November 8, 2011. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 



 

J: What did you hear of Lena in Russia? 
 
W: Lena, I know, was raped.  Also, they took a 

board and slashed her face 
 
B: I had heard that about Lena.  I always asked 

“Why does Lena’s nose look that way?”  I was 
told that she was hit in the face with a board and 
then they raped her and that her brother and 
sister were stripped and thrown in the snow to 
die.  I was told that they did die and that there 
was a husband and wife that took the names of 
the brother and sister.  They were smuggled over 
with the family so that the spaces would be used.  
That was the story dad told me, that these two 
people took the names of the brother and sister, 
even though they were husband and wife, and 
they settled in New York.  That’s the story I was 
told for years.  

 

 
Victims of a White Army Pogrom 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
 
  



 

HORROR  
WENDY DAVARIS AND BARBARA BASS 

 
Jacob & Sheindel Radov 

             | 
  Cherna (Jenny) Radov 
m. Velvel (Wolf) Bass 
m. Barney Thompson 

 | 
     |                                  |                                                            | 

    Bernard (Barney) Bass                             Louis Bass            Yakov (Jack) 
         m. Shirley                       m. Paula                           m. Elizabeth 
(Dolly)      
                 | 
      |                  |                                |   
        Wendy           John  Barbara (Bobbie) 

         m. Alex         m. Andrea m. Richard 
        Davaris            (div.)  Campbell (div.) 

             |                   
|                    |                         |  

    William       Bryan              Shirley 
    Bernard     Alexander          Ann 
  (Barney)      m. Linda        m. David King 
  m. Cary           |      | 
         |               |           |                    |                | 

      |      |     |       Brady  Samantha   Roman   Emma  
  Angeline Sky  Heaven                              Rivera 
   m. Joel 

     | 
Draevin 
 

Wendy Davaris and Barbara Bass.  Conversation with Joel Levin – Tuesday, November 8, 2011. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

J: Did he tell you anything else about life in Russia? 
 
B: I was told of our grandmother starving, even with all the jewelry and money.  They were 

starving.  So she was standing in a bread line waiting for food or bread.  The story is not 
pleasant.  Do you want to hear it? 

 
J: Yes. 
 



 

 
1917 Russian Bread Line with Mounted Soldiers Watching. 

B: She was standing in the bread line.  
There was a pregnant woman in front 
of her, almost ready to give birth, and 
a Cossack came by with a big sword 
and just sliced her open and the baby 
fell on the ground.  I think that’s 
where her fear of them, the Cossacks 
and their dogs, came from.  She and 
dad told me that, in order to eat, they 
were giving diamonds away for 
bread, so that they wouldn’t starve to 
death.  The rest of the jewelry they 
threw away.  If they got caught with 
them, they would be killed.  So they 
threw them in the street.   

 
J: The woman was obviously Jewish if she was in that community.   
 
B: Yes.  She was a Jewish woman.  They just filleted her open. 
 
J: That's terrible.  I think the family near Kiev [likely in Fastov] did better after the 

Revolution because they were able to find food [in large part because of Morris and his 
activities with the railroads].  They didn’t do very well in other ways because they were 
caught in the Kiev Pogrom.  [See Humor, Cossacks & Pogroms, A63-66]. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

  



 

TERROR  
JACK THOMPSON 

 
Jacob & Sheindel Radov 

             | 
  Cherna (Jenny) Radov 

      m. Velvel (Wolf) Bass 
m. Barney Thompson  

 | 
 
    |                                  |                                                           | 
    Beryl (Barney) Bass                              Louis Bass            Yakov (Jack) 
         m.  Shirley                       m. Paula                           m. Elizabeth 
(Dolly)  
                |                        |        | 

     |             |                |      |                  |                    |          |                    |          
 Wendy        John        Barbara (Bobbie)          Wesley          Sharon         Jason            Dana            Elisa 
m. Alex    m. Andrea  m. Richard                       m. Loran 
Davaris       (div.) Campbell(div.)                     Linquist 
        | 
|                    |                           |  

William       Bryan                 Shirley 
Bernard     Alexander            Ann 
(Barney)    m. Linda          m. David King 
m. Cary             |                  | 

|                 |           |                     |             | 
   |       |      Brady   Samantha    Roman   Emma  
Sky  Heaven                                 Rivera 

 
Jack Thompson; Conversation with Joel Levin – Monday, August 1, 2011 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

J: Let me ask you a couple of things.  Did you ever hear stories about life in Russia? 
 
JT: Yes.  These people were not educated.  Let’s face it.  They lived in whatever.  My mother 

[Cherna or Jenny] never knew who was shooting at her.  It was either the Russians or 
Cossacks or the Reds or whatever.  She did tell this story though.  My older brother was 
two years old, Barney, when they came over here.  Right? 

 
J: Right. 
 



 

 

Banks of Dnieper  

JT: She tells this story that somehow they are on a 
boat or a rowboat or something like that, a 
small boat, they are trying to row from one 
country to another, and they were afraid that 
there would be patrols out there, so she kept 
her hand over the mouth of the two year old, 
my brother [Barney].  And they were ready 
toss him into the water if they did come by 
and he made any noise or anything like that. 
[See Dnieper River, A89-92, on the river 
crossings of the Dnieper System].   Again, I 
recall that vividly.   

 
J: Wow.  When was your brother born? 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

BARNEY B. RADOV 
 

Jacob & Sheindel Radov 
               | 

     Joseph Radov 
m. Cirka (Sarah) 

     | 
|               |                            |                   |            

Sam Radov   Gus Radov                     Barney B. Radov            Morris J. Radov 
   m. Betty                         m. Sandra                                          m. Eve                             m. 
Adele 
          |           |                         |                     | 
  Jack Radov        |         |                 |        |                    |                 |        |                 |                
| 

          Errol      Patti         Nancy          Westy        Marci      Mitchell         Lynn         Jeff           Fern 
               m. Marlene   m. Paul 
           |       Rogers 
         |             |              | 
              Jennifer         Allison      |               | 
             m. Matt          Dylan    Noah 

       VanEmon  
                  | 
      |                       | 
Logan            Collin 

 
Conversation between Barney B. Radov [1913-2001] and Shirley Brown [the brother and the 
sister-in-law of the two defendants in U.S. v. Radov, A28-30] at the home of Barney's daughter, 
Marci Radov Rogers, August 30, 1995. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 



 

 
El Producto Blunts  

B: So my father left and he landed in Bucharest, Romania.  He went 
to see the Consul from the United States.  The deputies didn’t want 
to let my father in to see him.  But he made it in to see the head 
Consul [Peter Augustus Jay, See Bucharest and its Consul, A93-
98].  My father smoked El Producto cigars.  He bought 10 a day 
and smoked 7 a day.  Everybody wanted one of Joe Radov's cigars.  
He gave the Head Consul a cigar, became buddy-buddy with him, 
took him out to dinner, and told he had to have so many visas.  
Each night, Morris Radov got hold of a Russian or a Romanian 
with a little boat, a skiff, and they had to go across and they had to 
cross a boundary over the water [See Dnieper River, A89-92].  He 
would take 2 or 3 or 4 of his family, take them across.  My father 
would meet them and would put them up. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
EDIE RADOV  

 
 

Jacob & Mandiberg Older Sister                 Jacob & Sheindel Radov 
 |                 | 
        Bernard                 Joseph Radov 
    m. Hennyeh                         m. Cirka 
   |           | 
 |         |                  |                  |                                     |            |                  |                 |  

       Ida         Jenny          Minnie         Betty   .   .   .   .    m.  .   .   .   .   .      .     Sam          Gus      Barney B.    
Morris J. 

                   (div.)                             . 
             Betty m.                          . 
       Robert Cohen                      . 
      |                                  . 
                              Jack    .    .    .    .    .    .  . 

            m. Edie 
     | 

      |                       | 
   Michael                           David  
           m.  Karen (div.)      m. Donna 
            m. Mae-beth                           | 
         |                     |                  |                    |  
          |                          |                                   Sarah      Matthew     Nathan 
                  John             Christopher 
                           m. Shelly 
         |     

|             |               |                  |                |   
        David     Jade     Lauren    Coraleen     Jillian 

 
Edie Radov; Conversation with Joel Levin – Thursday, August 24, 2011 

 



 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

J: Right.  Morris, you heard that, for his honeymoon with Luba, he borrowed the railroad 
car and whisked 22 people out of the Soviet Union. 

 
E: Right.  He picked up all the family and had the boats waiting for him to go across the 

river.  [See Dnieper River, A89-92].  I remember all of that.  It’s just a shame that 
somebody didn’t write that stuff down.  Grandma and grandpa had a huge picture of all 
the people that they brought over with them on the same ship. [See Cherbourg & R.M.S. 
Olympic, A77-80]. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

  



 

CAPTURE  
SUSAN MANDIBERG 

 
Moshe Fishell Mandiberg 

       | 
|     |                        |                                                | 

Older sister Mandiberg  Sheindel Bossie Mandiberg      Froime Mandiberg                             Perlja  
         m. Dora                                         | 
                    |                                  |                |                

| 
             |                                                                                    |                           Chaie      Rachel      

Golde 
                               Moishe Peshel                                                    Max                            (Ida) 
           (Morris or Moschko)                                             m. Minnie                    m. 

Harry  
                            m. Malka (Molly)                                                    |                                 

Solow 
           |                                                               |                            |                   |             | 
                        |               |                                                           Abraham           Samuel       Clara    Sylvia  
       Max (Morduch)  Jack                                                      m. Flora            m. Sadie                   m. David  
        m.                                                                                       m. Henrietta              |                            Levine  
      Beatrice                                                                                        |                     |             | 
       (Betty)                             |              |           Myrtle  Hortense                            
             |                            Estelle        Arnold    
         Alan                                              m. Norman    m. Perle 
             |                       Thiel                   | 
       David                                                   |                 |                         | 
                                                                |      Susan                James  
                              Gordon       m. Richard         m. Mariko  
                          m. Jan              Harris               Aratani  
                                        Goldsmith               |                            | 
                        |                 |              |                Noe  
                                                                                       |          |         Robin    Joel          m. Matt Janus 
                                                                                  Jacob     David              m. Andrea  
                 | 
            Jackson  
 
Susan Mandiberg; Conversation with Joel Levin – Wednesday, January 25, 2012 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

J: Where was he interned in Europe, in which camp? 
 
S: I don’t have that on the tip of my tongue.  My brother has all of the WWII stuff.  He 

might know where the camp is.  It was in Eastern Europe, because his camp was liberated 
by the Russians.  [There is a certain irony here.  The family had spent years using its 
energy and its resources to escape Europe generally and Russia in particular, often to 
their peril.  Then Arnold, like so many others in the family during World War II, returned 
to Europe.  Arnold was forced to a prisoner camp in the East, only to be liberated by 
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MF: Zip.  Zero. 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
JL: Tell me about how you got from Frankfort to Shanghai. 
 
MF: Apparently they took the Trans-Siberian Railway down to Manchuria, then called 

Manchuko, and finally a small junk to Shanghai.  They paid people off to get passage the 
entire way, from Europe to Shanghai. 

 

 

 

 
Mike Falkenstein  

JL: How did they get on the Trans-Siberian?   
 
MF: The train to Moscow.  I was hidden in a crate 

then, and all the way to China. 
 
JL: This was 1940. 
 
MF: Right.  January 1940.   
 
JL: WWII began in 1939.  There had already been a 

war between the Japanese and China. 

 
MF: Yes.  When we reached Shanghai, a successful businessman had created a community for 

the displaced Jews in Hongkew.  We were picked up at the harbor and taken to our living 
facility.  An aunt and uncle who did not have any children went with us.   



 

JL: When you say Hongkew, was that a section 
of Shanghai? 

 
MF: Yes.  Hongkew is still there. 
 
JL: Was it a foreigner’s ghetto or just a Jewish 

ghetto? 
 
MF: Not only Jews.  The Chinese were mixed in 

there.  To my knowledge there were 17,000 
Jews displaced in that whole ghetto area. 

 
 

Shanghai Ghetto – 1943. 
 
JL: How long did you remain in Shanghai? 
 
MF: For seven years, until the end of 

1947. 
 
JL: Until 1945 it was occupied by the 

Japanese.   
 
MF: Yes, and they were pretty ruthless. 
 
JL: What was that like for your family? 

 
Japanese Soldiers in Shanghai – 1937. 

 
MF: The Japanese made life as difficult as possible.  My father was a very sociable guy who 

went to work selling meat to various places.  The Japanese would periodically stop him in 
the street and nail him for no reason or say he didn’t have the right passage or 
certification with him.  One guy, Col. Goya, was the leader of the Japanese contingent 
there.  He was about five feet tall and just meaner than he could be.  He would come in, 
you would never know when, and he would demand to check your apartment.  He 
frequently beat people up.  He disappeared at the end of the war.  I think the refugees 
helped him disappear.   

 
JL: Was Goya in charge of that part of Shanghai or all of Shanghai?   
 
MF: All of it. 
 
JL:  Did he beat your father? 
 
MF: Yes.  At many different times.  He was very physically abusive.  
 



 

JL: Did you ever learn Chinese? 
 
MF: Yes, but generally I spoke German, including in school. 
 
JL: Where did you go to school? 
 
MF: A successful businessman named Kadoorie built a school the refugees.  He was our 

benefactor. 
 
JL: He was a Persian Jew, wasn’t he? 
 

 
Israeli Stamps honoring the Kadoorie Schools. 

MF: I believe he was Sephardic.  
[Lawrence Kadoorie was actually a 
Mizrahi Jew, one whose family never 
left for Spain (and became Sephardic) 
or central and eastern Europe (and 
became Ashkenazi), but remained in 
the Middle East.  The family 
eventually moved from Baghdad to 
Bombay to Shanghai and later to Hong 
Kong.  He was famous for his 
philanthropy]. 

 
JL: He built a school and you went there. 
 
MF: He financially helped build this thing. 
 
JL: The other wealthy family was the Sassoon family.  What do remember of them? 
 
MF: Just that they were also very giving.  They tried to help the community survive.   
 
JL: What was day-to-day life like for you? 
 
MF: Pretty traumatic.  Bombing periodically either by the Japanese or the Americans later on.  

After every bombing, I would collect shrapnel.  I had a hell of a great collection.   
 
JL: Did you bring it to the United States? 
 



 

 
Hongkew – 1946. 

MF: No.  I wanted to.  I had a little cart that 
my dad helped build.  When I got to 
the ship the captain said “No.”  I 
remember looking down from the bow 
of the ship at my cart of shrapnel.   

 
JL: Is that because, even though the 

Japanese occupied the city, they were 
bombing it to prevent Chinese troops 
from entering? 

 
MF: Right.   

 
JL: Was Hongkew bombed? 
 
MF: Yes.  The roof garden of our building was partially in pieces at the end of the war from 

the bombing.   
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

 
U.S. Naval Ship the Marine Lynx. 

 
JL: How did you eventually get out?  The 

Chinese returned to power in 1945, 
right? 

 
MF: Yes.  We got out on the American troop 

ship called the Marine Lynx.   
 
JL: How did you get a visa to come to the 

United States? 

 
MF: My aunt who lived here pulled a lot of strings.  She went from Germany straight to 

America in 1940 or earlier.  Her husband had gone bankrupt in Germany, but here they 
became well off.  They were the ones responsible for us getting out.   

 
JL: How was life different under the Chinese government than under the Japanese? 
 
MF: There was less abuse.  It was still a haphazard existence.  Chiang Kai-shek was the leader 

and he didn’t really give too much of a rip, to my knowledge, about taking care of his 
people.  But for me, he didn’t do any damage to the refugees.  The Japanese came in, of 
course, and they were in and out.  You never knew what days they were around.  I don’t 
know to this day whether there was actual fighting going to remove, to remove the 
Japanese, either by the Americans or others.  One day, they just disappeared.   



 

JL: Then came the Chinese Communists? 
 
MF: Yes.  We didn’t have much to do with 

that.  They were in the north when this 
first started.  They then came in.   

 
JL: Did they bother you? 
 
MF: No. 
 
JL: You later came to Portland? 

 
U.S. Stamp celebrating art of  

Hongkew survivor, Peter Max. 
 
MF: We came to San Francisco first, then to Portland. 
 
JL: You later married Lynda.   
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*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
J: Did you lose most of your family in Europe? 
 
M: I’ve got a sister here. 
 
J: How many people did you lose? 
 
M:      Out of 7 children, 2 were left. 
 
J: How did you get out? 
 
M: How?  I had miracles.  Anyone who escaped from there: it was a miracle. 
 
J: Were you in a camp? 
 
M: I was in a camp.  I was in Auschwitz – Birkenau.  [Auschwitz had 3 main camps and 45 

satellite camps.  The 3 main ones were a base camp (Stammlager), a labor camp (Buna), 
and the Vernichtungslager or extermination camp (Birkenan). 

 
J: You were in Auschwitz? 



 

M: [Pause].  Yeah.  [Not all Czech Jews were interred.  Some escaped.  Some converted.  
Sec. of State Madeline Albright’s family (although members were lost) did both. 


